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proposal to protect faith-based organizations’ 
religious hiring autonomy. 

I thank Members of both parties in Con-
gress who worked on this legislation. I will 
continue to work with Congress to ensure 
that our neediest children are prepared for 
success in school and a lifetime of achieve-
ment. 

NOTE: H.R. 1429, approved December 12, was 
assigned Public Law No. 110–134. 

Memorandum on Suspension of 
Limitations Under the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act 

December 12, 2007 

Presidential Determination No. 2008–6 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the 
Jerusalem Embassy Act 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 7(a) 
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104–45) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States 
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of 
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving 
our Embassy to Jerusalem. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
transmit this determination to the Congress, 
accompanied by a report in accordance with 
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the 
determination in the Federal Register. 

This suspension shall take effect after 
transmission of this determination and report 
to the Congress. 

George W. Bush 

Message to the House of 
Representatives Returning Without 
Approval the ‘‘Children’s Health 
Insurance Program Reauthorization 
Act of 2007’’ 
December 12, 2007 

To the House of Representatives: 
I am returning herewith without my ap-

proval H.R. 3963, the ‘‘Children’s Health In-
surance Program Reauthorization Act of 
2007.’’ Like its predecessor, H.R. 976, this 
bill does not put poor children first and it 
moves our country’s health care system in 
the wrong direction. Ultimately, our Nation’s 
goal should be to move children who have 
no health insurance to private coverage—not 
to move children who already have private 
health insurance to government coverage. As 
a result, I cannot sign this legislation. 

The purpose of the State Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) was to 
help low-income children whose families 
were struggling, but did not qualify for Med-
icaid, to get the health care coverage that 
they needed. My Administration strongly 
supports reauthorization of SCHIP. That is 
why in February of this year I proposed a 
5-year reauthorization of SCHIP and a 20 
percent increase in funding for the program. 

Some in the Congress have sought to 
spend more on SCHIP than my budget pro-
posal. In response, I told the Congress that 
I was willing to work with its leadership to 
find any additional funds necessary to put 
poor children first, without raising taxes. 

The leadership in the Congress has re-
fused to meet with my Administration’s rep-
resentatives. Although they claim to have 
made ‘‘substantial changes’’ to the legislation, 
H.R. 3963 is essentially identical to the legis-
lation that I vetoed in October. The legisla-
tion would still shift SCHIP away from its 
original purpose by covering adults. It would 
still include coverage of many individuals 
with incomes higher than the median income 
in the United States. It would still result in 
government health care for approximately 2 
million children who already have private 
health care coverage. The new bill, like the 
old bill, does not responsibly offset its new 
and unnecessary spending, and it still raises 
taxes on working Americans. 
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